
MARC Will Close 
7 Little-Used Stops 

Plan f i r m  fiur Stnfio~~s Drazvs Protests 

The MaryIand Transit Admin- 
istration annuuncd yesterrlay 
that it is closing four MARC train 
staliclt~s, inrluding two Mont- 
gomery County, because of low ri- 
dership and escalating costs. 

On March ti, Montgu~nery's 
Boytls and nickerson stations un 
the Brunswick Line id close. 
'l'he Jessup statiun in Howard 
County and the St. Denis station 
in Baltirntlrt. County-, both on thc 
Carnclcn Lint, will dsu stop at- 
cepting passengers oll that date, 
thv MTA said. T I C  stations 
served fewer tlrarl 50 riders a day 
combined, state ufhcials said. 

'n~e drcision by the administra- 
tion nt Cmv. Knhert L. Ehrlich Jr. 
(R} to shut the stations was made 
despite thr opposition ni  rlcctcd 
officials and residents in the area. 
Thc Montgomery County Council 
una~:irnuusIy passed a resolution 
last month opposing the closures, 
which cou11ciI members said 
wodd worsen traffic problems in 
t l t ~  northern tier d t h c  county. 

"This only cuntrihutes to nlurc 
traffic congestion un our roads," 
yaid David Wcavcr, a spokesnx~n 
for hlurltgornery Counly Excc- 
utivc Douglas M. Duncan, a Dem- 
ocratic candidate for governor. 

For wwkr, Dunixn and other 
elected ufficials in Montgo~ncry 
have joined with residents to light 
plans to close the I3oyds and Dick- 
erson stations. where trains h a w  
hcrn picking up ct,nmuters since 
the 1MOs and whcrc roads n e  
clugged with rush-hour commut- 
ers. 

"I am not sure huw, when lhc 
. ; ~ t c  has made no progress on 
witlcning Interstate 270, you re- 
duce service or1 the only transit 
option that exists in unt. of thu 
lastcst-gvt~ruing corridors 111 the 
state," wid council member Mi- 
chael Knapp (D-IJpcounty). 

Last wcek, nwrc 1ha11 150 pco- 

ple showd up at a public hearing 
in Barncsvillu to rcsist MTA ei- 
forts to close the stations. 

"Peuple were unified against 
this," said Lori Goldner, who lives 
in Boyds. 

Statc Sen. Rohert J. Garagiola 
(DMontgomem) %id yrsterday 
that he may intrtduce "Iej$slation 
or budget language" in Annapolis 
to force thc MT.4 to keep the sta- 
tions open. 

M'I'A officials said the decision 
was purely a mt t c r  nf ccononlics. 
?he combined average daily ri- 
dership for thc four statinns is just 
41 cummuters, making the sta- 
tions the least-used in thc W C  
system, according to MTA offi- 
cials. 

'MARC must put its limited rc 
sources whore the ridership is," 
said Maryland Transportation 
Secretarq. Kohert L. Flanagan. 
Thew four stations simpIy don't 
general? thc ridership ncces.w 
to just& the investment required 
to keep them operating and safe." 

Ttie .Jessup skition, for exam- 
ple, averagd only unc daily ridcr 
during the past year, said Cheron 
Victoria Wickvr, an MTA spokes- 
wnman. 

The MTtl syc~lds $31,600 a 
year to run the four stations. 
Wcker said the state will save sev- 
eral hundred thousand dollars on 
capital irnprove~nents that would 
have bccn nceded at the stations. 

MTA officials noted that each 
of the four static)ns is within fivr 
miles of another station. Kmyp 
couritcred that parking lots at 
many oi those stations fill up. 

Some MARC riders, including: 
John King, who has been riding 
MARC from Uoyds to the District 
for two dccadrs. are starting to 
think about their options. 

"I livc. dongsisidr 1-270 and used 
to wdtch t11c traffic jams and laugh 
a t  everyone out thcre and pat my- 
wlf on the back." Rirlfi said. 'This 
is lny payback. I wor<l he laughing 
anymore. L 1cilI be joi~iii~g them." 


